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Extract  Iron 

InterroGStion  of  TOJO,  Hideki 

14  January  1946 
p,  6  &  7 

0.  Is  there  a  slocan,  attributed  to 

En^eror,  that  the  eieht  corners  of  the  earth 
should  be  under  one  roof? 

A.  Yes,  there  is. 

0,  Was  it  the  slo£,an  of  Japanese  militarists  and 

people  who  wanted  J8;an  to  expand;” 

A.  •  Yes,  it  was  used, 

o.  Prior  to -the  Manchurian  Incident,  frc;;i  1925  bo 

"  1931  end  then  on,  there  were  members  of  the 

Army,  officers,  who  had  that  sl0£an  and  believed 
that  Japan  should  expand  accordingly  into  Asia 
and  Oceania? 

A.  That  idea  was  misunderstood  by  the  people.  It  had 
a  spiritual  meaning.  The  people  of  Japan  mis-  . 
interpreted  thft  slogan,  end  I  and  the  other 
responsible  leaders  intended  the  slogan  i^^  ^ 
spiritual  Sense  of  spreading  virtue  thro^hout 
the  four  seas  and  holding  to  virtue  in  relations 
with  other  countries. 

Q.,  Do  ^ou  knew  that  it  is  true  and  a  ff'ot  that, 

desoito  the  meaning  you  have,  many  of  the  offioeis 
put  a  realistic  and  practical  meaning  on  it  to 
expand  and  to  dominate  and  to  control  the  people 
politically? 

A.  The  resnonsibla  leadors  wore  the  ones  th.^t  gave 
it  this’ spiritual  interpretation,  but  there 
were  so.is  of  the  people  who  misinterpreted  It. 
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0,.  There  v»as  a  large  group  among  the  Army  olficeis 
v<ho  put  the  practical  meaning  on  it,  vnasn't 
there? 

A.  Generally,  there  may  have  been  some  of  the  Army 
oflioers  who  also  had  this  mistaken  interpre¬ 
tation. 

c^.  Do  you  know  of  any  Army  officers  who  did  put  the 
prsctlcal,  hardboiled  meaning  to  it? 

A.  Thire  may  have  been  such  people,  but  when  you  ask 
ne  who  believed  that,  I  can’t  answer  it, 

Q.  Did  you  ever  meet  any  Arny  officers  who  wero  among 
that  class? 

A.  I  didn’t  specifically  go  up  end  ask  poople  if  they 
had  a  mistaken  idea  of  this  thing.  I  have  the 
impression  from  newspapers  and  various  things 
that  I  have  road  that  there  were  some  people 
who  had  this  mistaken  view. 

Q,  Those  who  took  the  spiritual  inturpr station  of  the 
Sentence  felt  that  it  would  be  hotter  for  any  or 
all  people  to  live  under  Jupenese  rule  and  thus 
attain  the  proper  peace  and  spiritual  relation  in 
living? 

A.  That  is  not  true.  Such  a  thought  never  even  entered 
their  heads.  In  addition  to  that,  as  a  practical 
natter,  it  was  impossible.  Their  understanding 
of  it  was  that  rolations  between  various  countries 
should  be  conducted  on  the  bssls  of  virtue.  That 
was  the  meaning. 

0^.  Do  you  place  along  the  linos  of  virtue,  interna¬ 
tional  law? 

A.  The  idea  of  following  intornational  lav,  is  in¬ 
cluded  in  that  spiritual  Interpi otatlon  of  it. 

(At  this  point  General  TOJO  brought  forth  a 
small  notebook  which  he  carried  in  his  pocket 
and  from  it  the  interpi utor  read  as  follows:) 
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"MoV'jiabur  5»  1943  -  rrut’.Jitlo  ol  DuolurLtioa 
rublishod  by  tli>^  Guftur  Erst  Asia  Gouvjntlon. 

It  is  fuxida::iontt.l  for  th^  ustf blislia«int  of  tho 
%orld  thfit  oach  nation  of  thu  world  obtain  its 
pro.)ur  plKOo,  ;.nd  th:  t  all  oountrios  shtra  in 
coa-ion  th3  fruits  of  uaiv,^rs;.l  nrosp^^rlty  in  a 
spirit  of  mutur.l  doji^ndv^noo  and  nutuel  hol’»," 
this  is  r  basic  raqulrooiiiit  for  tha  ustabllshukant 
of  world  poactt  —  ucch  parson  hrvinf  his  proper 
pl'-CG  in  the  univorsu. 

Do  you  iiutn  that  each  nation,  Includinfe  Japtin, 
should  havu  its  sphoro  of  influonco  f*nd  that  to 
obtLir-jlt,  the  status  quo  should  bo  ohan^^wd? 

A.  It  moans  that  each  country  should  bo  able  to  livu 
in  its  own  sphera  and  ';hat  trade  end  other 
relations  with  othor  co^intries  should  be  ol  .autusl 
benefit. 
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7  February  1946  ^  . 

A.  ...Under  the  Japanese  Constitution,  the  Arty  Chief  of  Staff  and  the- Mary 
Chi«f  ^^9%aff  are  responsible -solely  to  the  Eliperor  la  natters  cf  strateg 
and  evaluation  of  the  probaole  ndvantageff  and  jllndvaataceS"  ^yashltshi] 
warfare.  The  Ministers  c.”  Sta'ie,  tbat  is  to  soy,  the  Pronlor  and  the 
Cabinet  Menibers,  are  .'ut:ponr;iblo  vo  i;ho  I-^apiiror  for  other  gov  mnental 

interfere  in  civil  matters. 


Q.  Then  you  mean  that  it  is  the  rcsponiibilit>  of  the  Chiefs  of  Staff  to  advlst 
the  Emperor  on  the  probable  bcr-cflciei  or  ill-rffocts  of  war? 


A. 


Yea.  This  is  an  impcrt:*iit  point  about  the  pror-'Mitivo  of  the  cooaand.  In 
America  it  is  a  function  of  Che  civil  ^oytmu-ont.  In  Japan,  you  might  say 
that  the  two  spheres  of  military  couusai:d  and  civil  govenu.ent  over-lap. 
Hatters  of  purely  nilitar/  importance  ere  no  faiov.icu  of  the  civil  govemnet 
natters  of  purely  civil  ioporianca  are  no  fime lien  of  the  military  command. 
However,  the  ovor-iapplng  area,  T.hloii  ir.  ;2iid'i3  nuch  mutters  as  foreign 
policy  and  do^slonc  to  go  1<  war  for  prosents  problems  whioh  in 

practice  are  Iwcon  up  by  tiie  Lluia  a  Con  ’eruice  (Koniaku  Kaigi].  For 
example,  the  strategic  war  pla'i  men  mailer  cf  pure  strategy  and  wore  net 
known  to  the  Cabinet  members.  ild  not  even  know  them  myself. 


Q.  You  mean  that  as  Premier  ycu  did  not  even  know  what  the  var  plan  was? 


A.  In  my  character  a&  Premior,  I  aid  not.  I  was  also  a  member  of  Imporlsl 
Headquarters  and  a  TI<\r  Cwroellor  [lalni  r.i  mnkaku].  In  those  latter  twr 
capacities,  I  received  military  reports  of  oporatlc-ns  plans.  Those  voro 
forweuxied  tho  Chl-jf  of  htaff.  Incidentallv,  by  the  war  plan,  whl-.  h  1 
referi'ed  to  a  .mt  arc,  I  neon  Arwy  war  plan.  I  die  not  know  ’nyt  ing' 
about  tho  Navy  ...r  plan.  Hewovor,  tho  fact  that  I  received  rep<  ts  old  nc 
mean  that  I  hao  tho  right  to  lnto’"fero  or  participate  .in  natters  Invtlvlng 
conuMund.  Theso  ware  the  sole  piorogative  of  the  Chief  of  Staff. 


IS  March  1946 

A.  .  •  .This  whole  matter  of  t-'e  actual  system  In  Japan  is  basic  .o  the  under¬ 
standing  of  such  things  as  tue  China  Incident  and  tho  matters  .  n  southern 
Indo-Cbina  that  T.e  have  tal'cea  about.  At  tiiu  first,  the  gover.  ment  policy 
in  regard  to  thu  China  Incident  ’.uf  lh.it  of  localization.  Howt.ver,  due  to 
the  fact  of  the  Indeponuerce  of  tlio  High  Cocstand,  tho  fighting  Kept  spruadii 
as  they  strove  for  victory.  Premier  Kcxioya  hud  a  terrible  time. 


.  .  .  The  responsibility  of  the  Proialei-  and  the  Foreign,  War,  and  Navy 
Ministers,  and  tka  President  of  tjjo  Fla.'inixg  Heard,  tc-gothor  with  tho  Chiefs 
of  Staff,  for  advice  to  tho  Blnporor,  through  tho  Instrumentality  of  tho 
Liaison  Conferences  oiid  Impurial  Conferonc  ■&,  wac  of  tremendous  importance. 

To  return  to  tho  China  Jrci'’t*nt,  for  cocaaplo — the  Govommant  policy  was  a 
policy  of  non-eulargemsnt  of  she  Incident}  nevertboless,  because  of  the 
fact  that  the  civil  government  had  no  authority  over  the  Supreme  Conmond, 
thi  fighting  was,  in  fact,  enlarpec  one  the  civil  .gevomment  was  poworloss 
to  prevent  it.  [This  complete  Ic  1  answer  was  road  back  to  the  witnoss  nnd 
he  agreed  os  to  its  corroctness.  The  attached  diogr8U?4.ilid^tim!£«^-m°''§^‘^“‘=^3^'^^'^9/ 
relationships  discussed  in  tho  above  in tor rogation,  was  later  prepared  and 
8bov.-n  to  the  witness  who  agreed  also  as  to  its  correctness.] 


You  said  yesterday  that  the  civil  government  could  not  ccmtrcl  the  Supreme 
CoBUBond  and  gava  as  examples  the  China  Incident  and  the  situation  in  southern 
Indo-Chlna.  Would  you  explain  how  this  worked  in  regard  to  southern  Indo¬ 
china  in  1941? 


A,  Wall,  on  tba  one  band,  the  Japenese-American  negotiations  were  uixier  way. 

Gta  tba  other  hand,  laperlol  Headquo^ers  kept  moving  troops  and  supplies 
froa  FunoM  by  chip  to  southern  Chffa  and  into  northern  Indo-Cblna  in  order 
to  i.'ia.  This  was  sonething  which  could  give  rise  to  misunderstandings,  but, 
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bocauso  tbkfflOVbaont  of  troops  and  otilitary  supplies  was  the  sole  province 
of  the  Supreoe  Ccomand,  tho  civil  guvoiTuaent  cculd  say  nothing.  It  was  a 
different  situation  with  regal'd  to  scutborn  Indo-Cbina.  There,  tho  troops 
/.-ere  movod  in  cn  a  basis  of  the  joint  defense  agrooaenti  slnco  this  Involved 
the  civil  govomoent,  It  could  not  be  done  by  the  Supreae  Coeauand  alone. 
Ho-'ever,  troops  coiild  be  movod  from  central  China  into  south  China  dad  evon 
into  the  north  part  of  French  Indo-China  at  that  time  under  tho  proper 
authority  and  at  the  convonience  of  the  Supreae  Coonand.  This,  of  courso, 
refers  to  the  Amyi  a  similar  situation  existed  \ith  regard  to  tho  Nnvy. 

19  March  1946 

A.  .  .  .  However,  you  may  say  that  those  four  stops,  to  rlti  the  "Four-"  and 
"Five-Minister"  Conferences,  tho  Liaison  Crnfnsencos,  tho  Conference  for 
the  Supreme  Dicsctlon  of  the  T-cr,  and  tho  Imperial  Headquarters  Conforoncuo, 
attended  by  the  rreoior,  '.•oro  four  stages  of  tha  attempt  to  solve  this 
problem  of  the  ovor-lapplnc  ajiicroo  of  authority,  nth  regard  to  tho  over¬ 
lapping  spheres,  there  ras  a  certain  osctint  of  success,  but  the  politic*.! 
fcrcas,  that  is  to  say,  ttio  poi’  ‘cal  power,  of  tho  Cabinet,  could  not 
control  the  pure  c.mmand  sphere  of  authority  of  tho  Supreme  Conmand. 

I  am  not  saying  that  the  independence  of  the  Supreme  Cemoand  is  a  bod 
thing.  There  are  some  good  points  about  it  too,  for  example,  Oulnp,  able 
to  conduct  operations  w  thout  political  interference.  Xt  ms  a  goed  tiling 
in  1890,  vhun  tho  Constitution  \:v.b  dsteblioho’J,  for  tho  High  Command  to  be 
untrammelled,  but  in  these  nays  mi^ruthe  Influoncu  of  n  single  uoticn  is 
felt  around  tho  orld,  a  certain  omour.t  of  centrol  by  the  political  author 
is  necessary,  r.ot.ever,  under  tlio  Japanese  system,  it  v.as  impossible.  [Tho 
prectxling  portion  of  ttiis  answer  was  read  back  to  the  witness  who  agreed  As 
to  its  correctness.] 

There  is  one  important  point  that  I  would  like  to  moke  clca.  .  I  have 
b-.-en  talking  a'oout  difficult  problems  of  the  Japanese  Govomm...t  system  one 
of  the  independence  of  tho  Supreae  Command.  However,  the  foreign  problems 
arising  from  the  actions  of  the  Supreme  Command,  I  am  responsible  for. 

Q.  So  that  the  indopendenco  of  the  Supreme  Command  was  geed  from  a  military 
st-indpoint  but  not  good  free  a  political  or  civil  standpoint. 

A.  The  independence  of  the  Suproao  C-xn  uand  is  good  from  a  military  point  of 
view  only  if  fighting  rare  tl.o  only  thing  to  be  censiderad,  but  fighting 
tolay  is  also  a  port  of  politics.  From  tho  political  point  cf  view,  under 
modem  ccnditlcns,  the  inde>'ondence  of  the  Supreme  Command  roq'Jiros  con¬ 
sideration.  I  believe  that  under  m-:-iera  conditions,  war  is  a  ooAt  cf 
politics — they  are  not  separate  way  mt-ro. 

Q.  Do  you  not  realize  that  the  pe'sltion  in  i.tiicb  *apan  finds  hersolf  tir'iay 
TTas  due  largely  to  the  indepenO  :o  of  tho  Supfeme  Command? 

A.  To  Bi>eak  plainly,  it  was  a  big  cause.  .  .  . 
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Time I  2  November  1946  094?  -  1100  hours 

Placet  Sugamo  Prison 

Presents  General  Hidekl  TOJO 

Mr.  J.  C.  Howard 
Mr.  T.  Ghiobara 
Mr.  Aklru  Abe 

,  Mr,  Y.  IsiCft&SQto 

Lt.  D.  V/.  Parsons 
Air.  G.  F.  Blewett 
Miss  Helen  J.  Dogul 
Mr.  Taneo  Hongo 


Questions  by  Mr,  Howards 

Q.  Before  General  TOJO  became  Vice  Minister  of  T/ar,  did  he 
and  General  KIIl’JRA  have  any  relations  with  each  other, 
either  business,  social  or  political? 

A.  I  had  no  relations  with  KIHURA,  social  or  political  — 
only  on  business,  no  social  or  political. 

Q.  Was  KIMURA  Chief  of  the  Ordnance  Branch  for  7  months  while 
you  were  Vice  Minister? 

A .  Yes • 

/ 

Q.  Did  KIMURA  have  many  transactions  with  you  during  this  time? 

A.  Yes.  On  business  relations. 

Q.  What  kind  of  matters  did  KP.!URA  deal  with  at  this  time? 

A.  Only  on  ordnance  technical  matters. 

Q.  Was  there  a  prefeetural  military  clique  from  Saltama 
Prefecture? 

A,  No,  there  was  none. 

Q,  Were  there  any  famous  military  seniors  from  Saltama 
Prelecture? 
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Q.  Why,  was  hBi!URA  appointed  Commander  In  Chief  of  the  Army  in 
Burma? 

A.  I  do  not  know  this  quite  clear. 

Q,  Did  the  Vice  Minister  of  War  have  the  ^f^Sht  to  hire  or 

discharge  employeesi  either  in  the  army  or  in  the  ministry? 

A«'  No. 

q.  Did  the  Vice  War  Minister  have  the  authority  to 

those  in  the  army  or  ministry  who  do  not  obey  instructions 
from  the  War  k!inistry? 

A.  The  Vice  Minister  has  not  the  right. 

Q 


Did  the  War  Minister  have  the  authority  to  punish  men  in 
the  army  end  iu  the  War  Ministry  for  disobeying  of 
instructions? 


A.  Yes. 


q.  Did  the  chiefs  of  the  bureaus  in  the  War  Ministry  have  the 
right  to  punish  or  dismiss  anyone? 

A.  Yest 

t.  Suppose  some  general  in  the  army  in  China 

Instructions  from  the  V/ar  Ministry,  who  would  have  the 
authority  to  dismiss  or  punish  him? 

A.  The  authority  to  dismiss  is  in  the  hands  of  the  War  Minister 
but  authority-to  pur»ish  is  only  in  the  hands  of  the 
Emporor.  General  officers  nay  not  be  disnlsaed  without 
permission  of  the  Emperor. 

0,  Who  is  directly  ree’'L-r.3ible  to  the  V/ar  Minister  for  the 
’  '  nmnageaent  of  ou8.\/';es£  .'n  each  of  the  bureaus  and  depart- 
mants  In  tne  War  itiir.Utiy? 

A.  Sometime a  It  comes  to  ihe  War  Minister  directly  without 
the  Vice  Mlnistdi  handlLig  it,  but  generally  the  Vice 
Minister  muse  nd:;age  J.t-  ’  But  chiefs  of  the  bureaus  and 
departments  ore  iesporjl'cle  to  the  V/ar  Minister  directly 
concerning  their  manag^mieat  of  ousinoss. 
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A. 


Were  most  of  the  prisoner  of  war  matters  decided  by  the 
War  Ulnlster  and  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  without  the  aid 
of  the  Vice  War  Minister? 

They  were  decided  by  the  Chief  of  the  Prisoner  of 
l^partment. 


While  KIIWRA  was  Vice  War  Minister,  were  the  chiefs  of  the 
bureaus  responsible  to  the  War-  Minister  directly? 


A. 


Literally;  speaking,  chiefs  of  the  bureaus  were  responsible 
to  the  War  Minister  directly.  This  Is  clear  In  the  written 
orgEuvlzatlon. 


What  were  the  duties  of  the  Vice  War  Minister? 


A. 


The  management  of  the  yarlous  business  technical  matters 
under  the  direction  of  the  War  Minister  and  assist  War 
Ulnlster  and  supervise  business  of  various  bureaus.  This 
Is  written  In  the  written  organization  of  the  army. 


Was  the  Bureau  of  Military  Affairs  the  center  of  the  War 
Ministry  and  the  controlling  point  in  the  War  Ministry? 


A. 


Bureau  of  Military  Affairs  cannot  be  said  as  the  center 
of  the  War  Ministry  because  each  bureau  Is  equally 
subordinated  to  the  War  Minister  so  we  cannot  say  Bureau 
of  Military  Affairs  Is  the  center. 

However,  the  Bureau  of  Military  Affairs  naturally  assumed 
a  very  Important  position  among  the  other  bureaus  because 
It  can  control  the  budget  and  other  Important  matters  but 
officially  It  cannot  be  said  that  It  is  a  center  of  the 
War  Ministry. 


At  the  time  KIMURA  became  Vice  War  Minister,  were  the  War 
Minister  and  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Military  Affairs 
well  informed  In  the ‘matters  pertaining  to  their  offices? 


This  cannot  be  answ'ered  by  myself,  but  concerning  Chief  of 
Bureau  of  Military  Affairs,  he  was  a  very  able  and  efficient 


man. 


Were  the  chiefs  of  the  bureaus  able  men  and  capable  of 
handling  their  duties  at  the  time  KIMURA  became  Vice  War 
Minister? 


A.  Naturally  yes. 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/3e7e79/ 


5  - 


II  II  1^1  I  I  I  I  I  I  ^1 

II  I  1^1  ”/  «/<<<«<” 


I  fj  •  I 
I  f  -*< 


V 

1  • 


Def .  Doc.  #  626  B  -  l 


Page  7 
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Are  there  any  other  former  vice  ministers  of  any  ministry 
on  trial  or  charged  with  offenses  arising  from  their 
actions  as  Vice  Minister? 


A.  I  cannot  answer  anything  about  former  vice  ministers. 

Generally  speaking,  I  do  not  think  there  are.  At  least  In 
the  army  there  were  none. 


'Vhen  KIIiURA  was  Vice  War  Minister,  did  he  attend  many 
ceremonial  functions? 


A.  Yes. 


In  the  meetings  with  the  War  Minister  and  Bureau  Chiefs, 
did  KIHURA  take  an  active  part? 


A. 


No,  he  was  not  active. 
Influence  me. 


The  Vice  Minister  never  could 


Q. 


Was  It  agreed  between  the  7/ar  Minister,  the  Vice  War 
Minister  and  the  Chief  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau 
that  almost  all  matters  of  which  the  Military  Affairs 
Bureau  had  charge,  especially  the  matters  on  policy, 
would  be  decided  directly  between  the  Minister  and  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  directly? 


A. 


There  was  no  official  agreement.  However,  as  I  mentioned 
before  the  Chief  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau  has 
direct  responsibility  to  the  War  Minister,  therefore  he 
had  many  decisions  directly  with  War  Minister. 


Did  KIMURA  have  anything  to  do  with  the  preparations  or 
plannl.ig  of  matters  to  be  presented  at  a  council  In  the 
Imperial  presence  or  a  Liaison  conference? 


4.  No. 


\.  Was  KIMURA  always  Informed  as  to  what  happened  at  such 
conferences? 


KIMURA  had  nothing  to  do  with  these  conferences. 
Wnether  he  got  a  report  or  not,  I  cannot  answer. 
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